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SCHOOL OF LAW
Loyola University New Orleans is a Catholic institution of higher learning in the
Jesuit tradition. Loyola’s mission, therefore, in the broadest and deepest sense, is
essentially religious and specifically educational and intellectual. The university is a
community committed to:
Excellence in teaching and scholarship;
The search for the truth and a recognition of the critical intelligence needed to
attain and communicate it;
The promotion of faith and justice in all spheres of activity—the city, the state,
the region, and the world; and
Concern for the spiritual and moral development of each individual in the university.
While the Christian tradition is not wedded to any one philosophical, scientific,
aesthetic, or political ideology, it is not compatible with every point of view. The
Christian view of reality is concerned ultimately with choice and action, and is
premised on the concept of moral responsibility. Therefore, the university must provide an environment in which all aspects of campus life, including administration and
the curriculum, reflect a concern with ethical values. While the Jesuit tradition is
world-affirming, it is also deeply concerned with the promotion of service to others
rather than self-aggrandizement. This commitment to social justice can be shared by
all who are of good will, in keeping with a respect for ecumenical diversity and religious and academic freedom.
The School of Law is committed to excellence in legal education in the tradition
of its spiritual heritage, with its goal being wisdom, not mere technical competence. It
welcomes all persons who sincerely strive for the truth and are prepared to challenge
all assumptions in light of this commitment.
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The University and the School of Law
The School of Law
at Loyola University New Orleans educates
future members of the Bar to be
skilled advocates and sensitive
counselors-at-law committed to ethical
norms and the pursuit of human dignity for all.
Loyola University New Orleans is a Jesuit university founded in 1912 by the
Society of Jesus. All educational programs and activities are open to all qualified persons without regard to age, color, disability, national origin, race, religion, sex/gender,
or sexual orientation. Loyola admitted its first woman law student in 1918 and its first
African-American law students in 1952.
Loyola is a medium-sized, comprehensive university with a total enrollment of
5,900 students comprised of 3,800 undergraduate students, 850 law school students, and
1,200 graduate students and students in other classifications. The faculty numbers
300 full-time and 200 part-time. The law faculty includes 33 full-time members and
an adjunct faculty composed of judges and practitioners. Loyola’s student body is
geographically diverse. Students represent all 50 states, the District of Columbia,
Puerto Rico, and 62 foreign countries, representing a wide range of ethnic, social,
and economic backgrounds. The law school student body includes students from 38
states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and 10 foreign countries.
Loyola has two campuses located in a residential area of New Orleans known as
the university section. Fronting on tree-lined St. Charles Avenue where streetcars are
the mode of public transportation, Loyola’s main campus faces Audubon Park across
the avenue. The 20-acre campus is a collection of Tudor-Gothic buildings and modern
architecture. Two blocks farther up St. Charles Avenue is the four-acre Broadway
campus, the home of the School of Law.
The School of Law operates both a day program for full-time students and an
evening program for part-time students. The day program offers curricula in civil law
for students who will practice law in Louisiana and in common law for students who
will practice in other states. The evening program offers only the civil law curriculum.
Students of the School of Law issue four academic publications, the Loyola Law
Review, the Loyola Journal of Public Interest Law, the Loyola Maritime Law Journal,
and the Law and Technology Annual. Students also have the opportunity to participate
in the Law Clinic where they, under the supervision of the clinic faculty, provide legal
services to clients who are unable to afford representation. Additionally, students are
required to participate in the School of Law’s skills curriculum, a program designed to
foster the practical skills integral to the effective practice of law.
THE UNIVERSITY AND THE SCHOOL OF LAW
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The School of Law participates in five joint juris doctor/master’s degree programs. Three of these programs are offered in conjunction with other colleges of
Loyola University, and the other two are offered in conjunction with colleges of the
University of New Orleans. In each of these programs, each participating institution
accepts a limited number of hours earned at the other, and the total number of hours
required in each program is reduced correspondingly. The joint degree programs are in
business administration, religious studies, mass communications, urban and regional
planning, and public administration.
The School of Law is home to the Gillis W. Long Poverty Law Center, a foundation devoted to the assistance of the poor. The center is named in memory of the late
Louisiana congressman who demonstrated great concern for the disadvantaged.
Additionally, the School of Law, in keeping with its civil law tradition and a
growing international emphasis, conducts summer sessions abroad in cooperation with
prominent foreign law schools. The curriculum emphasizes comparative law, international law, and the legal systems of the host countries.
The School of Law is a member of the Association of American Law Schools and
is approved by the American Bar Association. It also is approved by the Board of
Regents of the University of the State of New York.
Loyola University New Orleans is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of
the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA
30033 (404) 679-4500, to award bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral (juris doctor)
degrees.
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Loyola University
New Orleans
is unique in that it
combines academic
excellence with an
ideal size for a
positive learning
environment and
personal attention
within a rich, Jesuit
tradition. The
combination of these
characteristics
distinguishes us from
other institutions.

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY
NEW ORLEANS
MISSION STATEMENT
Loyola University New Orleans, a Jesuit and Catholic institution of higher education, welcomes students of diverse backgrounds and prepares them to lead meaningful
lives with and for others; to pursue truth, wisdom, and virtue; and to work for a more
just world. Inspired by Ignatius of Loyola’s vision of finding God in all things, the
university is grounded in the liberal arts and sciences, while also offering opportunities for professional studies in undergraduate and selected graduate programs.
Through teaching, research, creative activities, and service, the faculty, in cooperation
with the staff, strives to educate the whole student and to benefit the larger community.

Approved 04/05/04—Board of Trustees
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LOYOLA UNIVERSITY
NEW ORLEANS
STATEMENT OF
EDUCATIONAL PURPOSE
Loyola is a comprehensive Catholic university that embodies the standards of
academic excellence synonymous with Jesuit education. As a community united in the
search for truth and wisdom, Loyola’s faculty, students, and staff are committed to
scholarship, service, and justice. Consistent with its Jesuit and Catholic heritage, the
university is open to all qualified persons.
As enunciated in Goals of Loyola and elaborated in the Loyola Character and
Commitment Statement, the mission of Loyola University is to provide a rigorous
education grounded in values for an academically able student body selected from
diverse geographic, ethnic, and economic backgrounds. While reaffirming its commitment to the educational needs of the citizens of New Orleans and of Louisiana, Loyola
will continue to seek students from throughout the region, the nation and the world.
To achieve its goals, Loyola recruits faculty who are dedicated to instruction and
advising, to research that enriches their teaching, and to service both to the university
and to the larger community. To preserve its Jesuit character, Loyola seeks to maintain
a substantial presence of Jesuits as faculty members. Acknowledging that education is
not limited to the classroom, the institution employs staff who are committed to the
education of the whole student. Through the curriculum, advising, campus ministry,
co-curricular activities, and student life programming, faculty and staff strive to provide a supportive but challenging environment in which students can realize their individual potentials while coming to recognize their responsibility to serve others. To
meet the diverse needs of its students, Loyola offers a curriculum rooted in the liberal
arts and sciences and fully supportive of a wide range of pre-professional and professional programs. Though its principal focus is undergraduate education, the institution
offers selected graduate programs that are consistent with its mission.
In the Ignatian tradition, Loyola University endeavors to develop students into a
new generation of leaders who possess a love for truth, the critical intelligence to pursue it, and the eloquence to articulate it. The goal of a Loyola education is not mere
technical competence but wisdom and social responsibility.
As approved by the Board of Trustees, “Goals of Loyola” is Loyola University’s mis sion statement; the “Loyola Character and Commitment Statement” is an amplifica tion of the institution’s Jesuit and Catholic identity and tradition; the “Loyola
Statement of Educational Purpose” is a distillation of these two documents to be used
for planning and assessment purposes.

Approved 03/03/94—Mission Effectiveness Committee/Board of Trustees
Approved 03/17/94—University Planning Team
Approved 03/24/94—Academic and Faculty Affairs Committee/Board of Trustees
Approved 05/19/94—Board of Trustees
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GOALS OF LOYOLA
The following statement represents many months of work by faculty, administrators and students at Loyola. It
was mandated by the Council on Academic Planning, approved by the Standing Council for Academic
Planning and approved in July 1971 by the Board of Trustees. Revisions proposed by the Standing Council for
Academic Planning and approved by the Board of Trustees in July 1973, January 1977 and May 1983 are
incorporated in this edition of the Goals Statement.

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY IS A CATHOLIC INSTITUTION
Loyola, as a Jesuit university, is committed to the belief that Christianity presents
a world view which is meaningful in any age. Although the message of Christianity is
not wedded to any given philosophy, science, art or politics, it is still not compatible
with every point of view.
The person is central in a Catholic university. Its task is to equip its students to
know themselves, their world, their potential and their Creator. To perform this function properly, it must strive to be one academic community composed of administrators, faculty, and students, both laymen and clerics. This community must be composed in a manner fitting to our pluralistic society and ecumenical age. It can, therefore, be made up of many whose modes of commitment to university aims differ: of
those who have dedicated their lives to the Christian faith commitment, of those who
live non-Christian faith commitments, and of some who live no formal faith commitment at all. Religious and non-religious, Christian and non-Christian, all will dedicate
themselves to the mission of this Catholic university, each in his own way. All will
cooperate in the search for truth, either by exploring the inner dynamism of
Christianity and its implications for the present or by provoking the quest for truth in
others. All are bound together by a common search for knowledge. All are dedicated
to the discovery and promulgation of truth.
The community in quest of truth has a reverence for creation, not only the creations of God and the creations of man, but for life itself as a fountain of creativity.
Reverence for creation fosters universal concern and dedication. All who are concerned
for and dedicated to the truth are welcome in the Loyola community. Only those who
condemn the commitments of those who seek the truth will not find a home here.
The Catholic university must foster among its students, its faculty, and the larger
community a critical sense. To think critically one must have a place to stand.
Criticism must be based upon agreement on basic values and principles. Without this
there can be no meaningful disagreement. Loyola stands on her Catholic commitment.
This commitment is not the end of a search, but the beginning of an inquiry into other
traditions, other regions, other religions. Loyola seeks to hand down a heritage even as
she learns and teaches methods of thinking which will revivify the heritage and breach
new frontiers of knowledge.
Because Loyola is committed to the Christian tradition, she should support excellence in theological instruction and scholarship as well as recognize the pre-eminent
place of theology among the disciplines of higher learning. Catholic teaching should be
presented in some structured way to aid the student to form his own world view.
Rapid change is a feature of contemporary life. Education should equip students
to meet the rapid developments they will encounter and should enable them to make
sound judgments as values undergo constant scrutiny. It is the tradition of the Society
of Jesus to discern what is good and true in the movements of history. Loyola pledges
herself to educate her students to meet change with equanimity, good judgment and
10
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constructive leadership. Innovations in the direction of a more Christian and just
structure for society are expected of the Loyola University community, her alumni
and her friends.
Loyola is committed to a serious examination of those conscious and unconscious assumptions of contemporary American civilization that tend to perpetuate
societal inequities and institutional injustices. In this endeavor it is particularly concerned with those prevalent economic, judicial, and educational attitudes which are
inconsistent with the social teachings of the Church.

LOYOLA CONCENTRATES ON LIBERAL EDUCATION
Loyola intends to achieve its goal of integrating the vision of faith with the
remainder of human knowledge by concentrating on the liberal education of its students. While Loyola emphasizes studies in the liberal arts it is also committed to professional study. Liberal studies assist a student to broaden and deepen his convictions;
professional studies assist a student to actualize his convictions. Planning and efforts,
therefore, are to be centered on the achievement of excellence in liberal and professional education.
Loyola is aware of the need for innovation in undergraduate education. Because
of her size and independent status, Loyola is in a unique position to explore new programs and approaches in education. Loyola should experiment with the full realization
that lack of change often implies more risk than change itself.
Loyola’s spiritual and material resources will be dedicated to the support of graduate programs if they fulfill one or both of the following criteria: (a) they are necessary
for strengthening undergraduate programs; (b) they fulfill serious community needs.

LOYOLA RECOGNIZES ITS COMMUNITY RESPONSIBILITIES
Loyola looks forward to her place in the community of the 21st century. The
American university of the 21st century will be more involved in community service than
the university of earlier decades. Loyola stands ready to do whatever is in her power as an
independent Catholic university to solve the problems of American society today.
Loyola should make a serious effort to probe and uncover the latent unity of the
Southern people so that together they may build a richer future for their children.
Loyola should make conscious efforts to prepare the educationally underprivileged for
college life and to make a college education available to them. In particular, Loyola
recognizes her obligation to provide such educational opportunities to the Black community, which historically has been deprived of this advantage.
Within the limits of available resources, institutes and programs will be created,
developed, or discontinued as the need arises under the scrutiny of the Standing
Council for Academic Planning. Among present programs are those that serve high
school students and teachers, the educationally and economically disadvantaged, nurses, law enforcement agencies and labor.

LOYOLA IS A COMMUNITY OF SCHOLARS
Loyola aims at developing and maintaining a distinctive community of scholars.
The bond of this community is the desire of teachers and students to reach academic
excellence in their pursuit, not of knowledge alone, but of truth and Christian wisdom.
In such a community, students and faculty are in contact with centuries of accumulated wisdom and should be active in shaping this wisdom for a new day. By reason of
their formative life within this community, they should be conscious of the achievements and failures of all of human history, particularly those of their own culture and
time. As a result, they should be capable of principled judgment in the face of complexity and ambiguity, and humanely moved or divinely inspired to leave behind them
a better world than they found.
GOALS OF LOYOLA
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Such a mission will best be accomplished in our day by a community drawn from
many religious, ethnic, and cultural backgrounds, and through firm, vigorous, and
dynamic programs in the arts, humanities, sciences, and law. It can be accomplished
especially well by programs of studies which cross traditional disciplinary lines.
Faculty and students are encouraged to collaborate in the formation of interdisciplinary curricula and programs.
The university’s libraries comprise an essential component in the development of
a community of scholars. The expansion and improvement of library resources are
major objectives of the university. Therefore, Loyola should continue to participate in
cooperative efforts among universities designed to reduce unnecessary duplication of
library resources and to experiment with innovations such as information retrieval
technology.
In sum, Loyola wishes to assist each person in becoming more aware of the problems of the society in which he lives and of his ability to correct these problems. Such
a person would have a firm moral conviction to live up to his obligations to himself, to
his or her fellow man, and to God.

THE FUTURE OF THE UNIVERSITY
Loyola is potentially strong in three areas that are in some significant way
unique: communications, music, and religion. By achieving excellence in these unique
areas and sustaining its strong undergraduate departments, Loyola will be a significant
force in higher education.
The university should aim at a gradual and studied increase in the size of the student body consistent while maintaining quality programs, close student-faculty contact, and maximum use of existing resources.
Loyola should increase and make more effective her ties with other colleges and
universities in the New Orleans area. The New Orleans Consortium is a good example
of how such effective bonds can be forged.
There is an obvious relationship between certain fields of study and the institutions and social movements of the modern city, state, and nation. A portion of the
studies such as business and the social or behavioral sciences should be done off campus with students examining and working in institutions and agencies actually practicing in these fields. Such study can be an academic activity. It should be undertaken as
part of regular academic programs because it is directly related to the subjects for
which Loyola takes educational responsibility.

PRIORITIES INVOLVING PLANNING
One of the principal responsibilities of the Standing Council for Academic
Planning (SCAP) is to direct an orderly and systematic planning sequence that will
ensure that Loyola is prepared for the future. To fulfill this role, SCAP must carefully
examine not only all the elements of any new programs but also assess the viability and
quality of existing programs. Economic constraints, educational and professional needs,
and community expectations are necessary considerations in all recommendations.
As an additional responsibility, SCAP should be active in lending its support to
the extension and development of the New Orleans Consortium so that fuller use of
the combined resources of facilities, faculties, and staff may be made.

PRIORITIES INVOLVING STUDENTS
Loyola recognizes that value-oriented education must occur in the context of
total human development, and is founded upon an appropriate integration of the religious and intellectual development of the student and the education of the whole person. Loyola students should be provided with a foundation of learning experiences
which will enable them to develop further their personal values and life goals. For
12
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this reason, Loyola expects students to accept responsibility in determining policies,
programs, and curricular requirements. The university involves students in the planning of their education and the shaping of their environment, and encourages student
participation in the deliberations of faculty and administration.
Loyola is committed to the development of a culturally and educationally diverse
student body and is pledged to represent this diversity in all programs and services
which affect student life. One of Loyola’s greatest assets is a student body which
reflects the cultural diversity of metropolitan New Orleans. Loyola will make every
effort to attract a sizeable percentage of students from outside of Louisiana and the
Deep South to increase the cultural, intellectual, and demographic diversity of the student body. Special efforts will be made to encourage students to share their differing
cultural perspectives in contributing to the campus community and its programs. In
order to ensure this diversity and balance in the student body, and maintain the quality
of admitted students, the Admissions Office will continue a careful evaluation of
every applicant. Based upon this commitment to diversify the student body, Loyola
balances ability and need in making its financial awards.
In keeping with Loyola’s commitment to educational excellence, she will continue to enrich the student population with outstanding students who will attract other
good students and faculty and stimulate all to greater efforts. In support of this goal,
special enrichment programs have been established and will be continued and
strengthened. Loyola also maintains a strong commitment to the average and the
underachieving student and provides programs to facilitate his adjustment to the academic environment.
The university recognizes the importance of providing programs to facilitate the
integration of the new student into the university community and to encourage the
development of harmonious relationships among the diverse elements of the student
body. Loyola provides counseling at every level. Academic counseling should be systematically organized and supervised by the deans, and faculty members should recognize their counseling responsibilities. Personal counseling, growth opportunities, and
support programs to help the student meet the normal problems associated with making the transition from one life stage to another are provided by the Counseling
Center. By providing the leadership of professionally trained personnel, programs will
continue to be established to facilitate students’ continuing personal and social growth,
to help students to develop the skills necessary to cope with academic demands, and
aid in identifying and pursuing purposeful career goals and future aspirations. Personal
and spiritual counseling should complement one another. Campus Ministry does play
a special role in assisting students to adjust both to university life and to understanding
the full scope of a Loyola education. Programs which strengthen the student’s social,
cultural, and academic environment outside the classroom should be supported.
Student activities and co-curricular programs which are educational and which prepare
students for further leadership will be expanded. Such programs include student government and organizations, prayer groups, organized recreational activities, and the
Loyola University Community Action Program (LUCAP).
Loyola is cognizant that the student body increasingly includes senior citizens,
career persons returning for further education, women preparing to re-enter previous
careers and other students in non-traditional programs. As part of the education at
Loyola, it is important that these students be strongly encouraged to participate in
campus life, and see the university as able to make a significant contribution to their
lives outside regular classroom experiences. Facilities, programs, and services will be
developed to support the active participation of such students utilizing professional
staff, peer assistance, and community referral.

GOALS OF LOYOLA
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PRIORITIES INVOLVING FACULTY
A university is a community of teachers and learners. The knowledge and teaching ability of the faculty place it in a unique position of leadership. The faculty has
primary responsibility for such fundamental areas as curriculum, subject matter, methods of instruction, research, faculty status and those aspects of student life which
relate to the educational process. The faculty sets requirements in courses, determines
fulfillment of the requirements and approves degree candidates for presentation to the
President and Board of Trustees.1
Within the framework of excellent liberal and professional education, faculty
activities should be a studied balance among teaching, research, and community service. These goals can best be realized by a stable, financially secure, and professionally active faculty. Faculty participation in university governance reflects its concern
with academic excellence through teaching, research, other scholarly activities and the
maintenance of an atmosphere of academic freedom and responsibility. It is expected
that Loyola faculty will have active professional interests which will contribute to the
vitality of its work in the classroom.

PRIORITIES INVOLVING CURRICULUM
The university curriculum provides the students, faculty, and administration with
a common reference system for the pursuit of academic excellence and scholarship.
Loyola is committed to a steady exploration in and experimentation with curriculum
design. Curricular reform should be planned and conducted by faculty-student committees working in cooperation with the dean of their college.
So that each undergraduate can achieve a liberalizing education, the curriculum
should ensure that instruction be given in the traditional areas of the humanities, sciences, and the fine arts, regardless of the major field of study. This common portion of
the contribution reflects Loyola’s commitment to participation in the Judeo-Christian
intellectual tradition. To achieve this objective, the curriculum must convey a grasp of
religious thought and philosophical discourse which frees from ignorance and from
mindless conviction and commitment. Each degree program must fulfill all university
and college requirements but remain flexible enough to meet the changing needs of
the field of study involved.
Differences in the educational objectives of the undergraduate colleges may
result in variations in the extent of their participation in the Common Curriculum.
However, the number of major courses required by each program should not be so
great as to produce over-specialization of the student. Periodic reviews of the degree
requirements should be conducted.
The development of a high degree of ability in expressing ideas both orally and in
writing should form an essential part of each student’s education. Moreover, the student should be encouraged to develop a basic competence in those languages that best
complement his own program of study. In keeping with this, Loyola should continue
to explore innovations in instruction in both human and machine languages and
encourage utilization of presently available technical aids including computer-assisted
instruction. Loyola should also explore the possibility of greater inter-university cooperation and specialization in the areas of language, arts, and computer science.

1
1966 Statement on Government of Colleges and Universities, by the American Association of University
Professors, American Council on Education, and the Association of Governing Boards of Universities and
Colleges, from Appendix C, Loyola University Faculty Handbook, November 15, 1973.
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Because of its intrinsic importance, education in the physical and life sciences
has held an important place at Loyola. Loyola will continue to make every effort to
inculcate scientific literacy in all of her students. Many patterns of thought in our time
are grounded in the methods employed by the sciences. College students should be
exposed to the disciplines of the natural sciences. Thus, Loyola will continue to devote
sufficient resources to maintain her excellent program of service courses for undergraduates in other fields and will make every effort to recruit talented majors in these
programs.
An ordered society needs men and women trained in the law and business administration. Loyola has produced and will continue to produce leaders in law, government and business administration. Because Loyola is committed to the Christian tradition, it should provide the leaders of tomorrow with those values which strengthen our
society.
Law and graduate students should be offered a liberalizing education, and their
respective curricula should insure that instruction is given in the areas of ethics, professional responsibility and the humanistic concerns of their respective disciplines.
Legal and graduate education at Loyola should also reflect Loyola’s commitment to
participation in the Judeo-Christian intellectual tradition.
The School of Law is committed not only to a theoretical and practical understanding of the law, but also to the highest ideals of social justice and professional
responsibility. The law school offers a comparative law approach to legal education
through its complete common law and civil law programs. It is unique in the community in providing a legal education in the evening.
All Loyola disciplines should provide opportunities for study through seminars,
honor courses, discussion courses, independent study, research projects and courses
designed by students. Loyola will continue her tradition of close student-faculty contact which has always constituted the basis of quality education.

Approved by the Board of Trustees, July 1971.
Revised by the Board of Trustees, July 1973, January 1977 and May 1983.

GOALS OF LOYOLA
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LOYOLA CHARACTER
AND COMMITMENT STATEMENT
The following statement represents many months of work by both Jesuit and lay faculty,
staff and administrators at Loyola. It was written by the Task Force on Jesuit Identity
and approved by the Board of Trustees in November 1980.
1.

Loyola faces the years ahead with confidence. Relying on God’s providence and
assiduously practicing the virtue of discernment, we will plan for what lies ahead.
Our society is marked by increasingly rapid change, growing complexity, and a
burgeoning pluralism. These realities are not without their impact upon our community. Loyola is today a larger, more complex institution than it was thirty years
ago. The student body and the faculty are more numerous and more pluralistic in
their composition. Moreover, the proportion of Jesuits at Loyola has declined and
may show further decline in the immediate future. It appears beneficial, therefore,
that we take stock at this juncture and articulate, without diffidence or defensiveness, our self-understanding and our educational vision.

2.

Our starting point as a community is our recognition and acceptance of the goodness of all God’s creation and the ideal of human solidarity and fellowship under
God. Further, we acknowledge the Lordship of Jesus and affirm that God was in
Christ reconciling the world to himself. Around this central confession of faith we
hope to shape our lives. It would be meaningless for Loyola to label itself Catholic
and Jesuit were it not to center its self-understanding upon these truths. Though our
world is broken and fragmented by evil, both personal and social, the enfleshment
of God’s Son as our brother grounds our hope for the eventual and ultimate victory
of goodness and order. God in Christ has called us to choose freely and to follow in
the footsteps of our Lord and to do what in us lies to nurture the Kingdom that is
aborning in this world where divine and human activities intersect.

3.

Motivated by the Christian vision of reality, Loyola undertakes her task as a
Catholic institution of higher learning in the Jesuit tradition. Loyola’s Jesuits
have publicly stated that their “mission is essentially religious but specifically
intellectual and educational in the broadest and deepest sense.” In all phases of
this academic endeavor the university community must strive to achieve the
excellence that has come to be synonymous with the Jesuit tradition of learning.
As a community of educators and scholars, Loyola’s faculty and staff must be
dedicated to excellence in teaching, in research, and in service to the larger community. The university must provide an environment conducive to growth of her
faculty and staff and the development of scholarship and understanding of personal values that is so much a part of the Christian tradition. At the same time,
concern for the student as a person is central to the Jesuit educational mission.
Above all, Loyola will endeavor to develop in her students a love for truth, the
critical intelligence to attain it, and the eloquence to articulate it. By word and
example, Loyola will dedicate herself to educate our students in the Christian tradition, which we recognize as “not wedded to any given philosophy, science art
or politics…[but] still not compatible with every point of view.” (Loyola
University Goals Statement)
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4.

While academic excellence and liberal education are the immediate goals of our
university community, they cannot be, in view of our commitment as a Jesuit university, the ultimate raison d’etre. Academic excellence stands in the service of
the full human development of persons as moral agents. In this regard, it would
be well to recall the role of the Spiritual Exercises of Ignatius Loyola in the
development of every Jesuit. After the Gospel, the Exercises are the wellspring of
the Jesuit spirit. They endow Jesuit activity with a distinctive quality. Some
understanding of the Exercises, therefore, is necessary to understand the ultimate
aim of the Jesuit educational endeavor. The Exercises aim to enable a person,
with God’s help, to make a Christian choice in regard to the most significant
truths and values of life. The choice may be a fundamental option or a conversion
affecting the totality of one’s existence. Again, it may simply issue from a periodic reassessment of priorities. Whatever the matter of choice may be, the decision-making process should be marked by certain characteristics. First, it ought to
be disentangled from inordinate attachment, disordered affectivity. It must purge
itself of bias, prejudice and stereotypical thinking. Only so can it be genuinely
free. Second, any significant option ought to be illuminated by human and divine
wisdom. No pertinent light that comes to us from history, science, art or religious
experience should be ignored. Third, significant choices must not remain merely
notional. They must be woven into the texture of one’s life; choice must incarnate
itself in action. In the light of the Ignatian ideal, choices are to be made with a
commitment to pursuing the greater good in any course of action. Capacity for
truly human action is what Jesuit education hopes ultimately to achieve.

5.

Because education at Loyola is person-centered and concerned ultimately with
choice and action, the curriculum, spiritual life, and student life must on all levels
and in all areas be concerned with values. Our goal is wisdom, not mere technical
competence. In this regard it is well to recall that the Spiritual Exercises, as the
Gospels before them, while world-affirming, condemn self-aggrandizement and
promote service to others. Jesus, the man for others, is for us the archetype.
Solicitude for others, not mere efficiency or mere bureaucratic convenience, must
motivate us to a concern for all members of the university and to ever-widening
circles of concern for our city, our state, our region, our nation and our planet.
Because of our human solidarity, a concern for one, even the least of his brothers
or sisters, is a concern for all.

6.

It is understandable then that in the face of our contemporary situation Jesuits the
world over have recently determined that the best way to embody their commitment to the Gospel and the Ignatian Exercises is through the promotion of justice
animated by faith. Accordingly, Loyola as a Jesuit university embraces the conclusion of the 32nd General Congregation of the Society of Jesus that Jesuit education must be a catalyst for needed social change, hence dedicated to fostering a
just social order.

7.

This commitment to social justice can be shared by all who are of good will, thus
capable of enlisting the support of our entire community in all its ecumenical
diversity and ideological pluralism. We must, therefore, in our policy making, in
our administration, in our entire curriculum, and in the totality of our campus life,
strive to bring to life concern for justice to which our Jesuit and Christian heritage commit us. Further, we must challenge all assumptions in light of this commitment. Consequently, as an institution we must be person-centered, not merely
bureaucratically efficient.
LOYOLA CHARACTER AND COMMITMENT STATEMENT
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8.

All members of the university community, regardless of their personal faith-commitment or value system, are urged to collaborate in the promotion, clarification
and pursuit of the objectives set forth in this statement. With full respect for the
complexities of a pluralistic culture, with wholehearted commitment to the ideals
of religious and academic freedom, and with renewed dedication to the ecumenical spirit of Vatican II, Loyola University is open to any person who sincerely
seeks for truth and value. Dialogue and debate concerning controversial issues,
even religious ones, are not only tolerated but encouraged. Yet, it should be recognized that the university has an identity defined by its mission that relates to
every aspect of institutional life. Deliberate derogation from or subversion of
these objectives is incompatible with the university’s mission, destructive of its
identity, and disruptive of the university community well-being. The university
community should make every effort to reconcile any member who finds himself/herself in conflict with these objectives.

9.

More could be said about Loyola’s identity. However, what has been said should
suffice to spur reflection and dialogue. Loyola is a community given to the pursuit of excellence in teaching and scholarship, personal and spiritual development, and to the promotion of justice and faith in accordance with its nature as an
institution of learning. One of the leading challenges to any university today, and
especially to Loyola in view of its Jesuit and Catholic character, is to teach an
ethic of selfless service and sharing that decisively breaks with the present obsession with joyless and insatiable consumption. Education at Loyola succeeds only
to the extent that it leads our community to examine how faith relates to society’s
systemic injustice. Moreover, it fails if it does not demonstrate how faith can be
coupled with love to move us to action in the pursuit of justice. Jesuit education,
then, is the education of persons for others, persons who will seek to act justly, to
love tenderly and to walk reverently in the spirit of Jesus as the man for others.

Revised: May 1984
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ADMISSION
Applicants for admission to the freshman class of the School of Law will be
admitted only in the fall semester.
Both the Louisiana civil law curriculum and the general common law curriculum
are available in the full-time day program. Only the Louisiana civil law curriculum is
available in the part-time evening program. Although there is no application deadline,
applications completed after February 1 generally will be processed on a space available basis only.
Accepted applicants must furnish a photograph, passport size, prior to registration, as well as transcripts from all undergraduate and graduate schools attended. All
transcripts and documents submitted become the property of the university.
Applicants who have attended another law school, and who have been excluded
for defective scholarship, or who are on scholastic probation, are not eligible for
admission to the School of Law.
Students in good standing at an approved law school (one that is a member of
the Association of American Law Schools or approved by the American Bar
Association) may enroll as transient students with the permission of the dean.
Members of the bar may be admitted as non-degree seeking students and register for
courses on an audit basis.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Applicants to the School of Law must present satisfactory evidence that they
have earned an undergraduate degree. In certain cases, applicants possessing an outstanding undergraduate record as well as an outstanding LSAT score may be considered for admission by presenting satisfactory evidence that they have completed a
minimum of three-fourths of the requirements for an undergraduate degree. Applicants
are in competition with one another under a rolling admissions system initially on the
basis of undergraduate grade point average and Law School Admission Test (LSAT)
score. The LSAT score attained must complement the undergraduate record sufficiently to indicate the applicant’s ability to successfully complete work undertaken in the
School of Law. Other factors will be considered to determine the applicant’s acceptability including but not limited to letters of recommendation, work experience, and
graduate record.
For a profile of entrance credentials of the most recent entering class (both undergraduate grade point average and LSAT score), applicants are advised to read the
Official Guide to U.S. Law Schools published by the Law School Admission Council
in conjunction with the Association of American Law Schools and the American Bar
Association.
All applicants must register with Law School Admission Services for both the
LSAT and the Law School Data Assembly Service (LSDAS). Applications for both
are available at the School of Law or by writing directly to Law School Admission
Services, Box 40, Newtown, PA 18940 or online at www.lsac.org.
Applications for the Law School Admission Test must be postmarked at least 30
days prior to the administration date. Information concerning late registration, as well
as a list of the test centers and the dates on which each will be used, is contained in the
LSAT informational brochure. Applicants should arrange to take the test as early as
possible—preferably no later than December.
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APPLICATION PROCEDURE
Applicants for admission to the freshman class of the School of Law must:
1. Execute an application form obtained from the School of Law and file it,
together with the application fee payable to Loyola University, with the Office
of Admissions, School of Law. Electronic applications may be completed at www.law.
loyno.edu as well as at www.lsac.org.
2. Register with the Law School Data Assembly Service (LSDAS). A transcript
from each college or university attended (a cumulative transcript from the last school
attended will not suffice) should then be sent directly to: LSAT/LSDAS, P.O. Box
2000, Newtown, PA 18940.
3. An application will be evaluated when complete. An application is considered
complete when the law school has received the application, fee, signed certification
for electronic applications, LSDAS report, and required accompanying documents.
The LSDAS will analyze all transcripts submitted and will send a complete report
as well as a copy of each transcript submitted to the Loyola School of Law.
Upon acceptance, applicants will then be asked to submit a final transcript, showing the award of a bachelor’s degree or completion of 96 hours in courses having substantial intellectual content, directly to this law school. If undergraduate or graduate
work has been taken in more than one college or university, the accepted applicants
must arrange to have original transcripts sent from all institutions attended regardless
of credit earned.
All students entering Loyola University for the first time must complete a
Medical History Questionnaire, the results of which must be on file in the Office of
Student Health Service prior to registration. New Loyola students must also present
proof of required (MMR, PPD, Tetanus) immunizations (see page 86).

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS
All applicants and Loyola students are required to provide complete, correct, and
truthful information on all university applications, forms, and correspondence. If a student falsifies a record and it is discovered between the time of application for admission and the beginning of classes, it may be considered cause for cancellation of
acceptance. If such a falsification is discovered after the student has begun classes, it
may be considered cause for dismissal.

TRANSFER APPLICANTS
A limited number of applicants who have pursued successfully a portion of their
law studies in an approved law school may be accepted as students with advanced
standing. At a minimum, two year’s residence (60 credit hours at any time or, if they
are the last remaining hours, 45 credit hours) in the Loyola University School of Law
is required of students in order that they may be eligible for a Loyola degree.
A letter or certification of good standing must be presented prior to evaluation. If a
transfer applicant has failed to earn a grade that is at least equal to the minimum grade
point average required for graduation at the school from which the student seeks to
transfer, then the student must repeat that course if the course is one required for graduation by Loyola. No credit will be awarded for a course taken at another law school
unless the grade in that course is at least equal to the minimum grade point average
required for graduation at that school. In addition, transfer applicants must present evidence of eligibility required of Loyola students in the year in which they began the
study of law. They must also present evidence of above average academic study in their
prior law record. The right is reserved to refuse such credit in whole or in part. Transfer
quality points are not used in calculating law school GPAs or rank in class.

ADMISSION

21

READMISSION
An excluded Loyola student may petition the Faculty Committee on Readmission
for readmission to the School of Law. This request for readmission should be delivered to the assistant dean of admissions. Such a petition for readmission may be granted
only if, in the judgment of the faculty, the academic record earned by the student in
one or more semesters while enrolled in the School of Law was not indicative of the
student’s ability to complete satisfactorily the requirements leading to a juris doctor
degree. In addressing such a petition to the faculty, the student should specifically
explain any hardships or other explanations which account for the deficient performance, and explain why those circumstances will not reoccur.
A student whose petition for readmission to the School of Law has been denied
by the committee may not petition again for readmission until two years have passed
since his or her last enrollment or petition for readmission. Any petition for readmission made at that time will be for admission as a beginning student with no academic
credit for prior work attempted. Exceptions to the two-year requirement may be made
by the committee for students who have completed more than the first year of law
school study, and such students, at the discretion of the committee, may be readmitted
to continue with advanced standing.

POLICY ON SEXUAL AND OTHER FORMS OF HARASSMENT
Loyola University New Orleans, consistent with its Goals Statement and the
Character and Commitment Statement, fosters dignity and worth of all members of the
Loyola community, and is committed to maintaining an educational and working environment free of sexual harassment. Sexual harassment is immoral and illegal, and will
not be tolerated.
Sexual harassment may occur within a variety of relationships. Some such relationships involve unequal authority, while others occur between individuals who are
of equal status. All allegations of sexual harassment will be scrutinized.
The university’s full Policy and Procedure governing sexual harassment and
other forms of harassment can be found on the university web page under Policies,
Procedures, and Reports at www.loyno.edu/provost/policies.html and in the university’s Student Handbook, Faculty Handbook, and Staff Policy and Procedures and
Benefits Manual. Appeal and grievance procedures can also be found on the Loyola
University website, in the university’s Student Handbook, Faculty Handbook, and
Staff Policies and Procedures and Benefits Manual.
Loyola University New Orleans strongly supports equal opportunity in all aspects
of university services and employment as provided in Title IX of the
Education Amendments of 1972. Inquiries, concerns, and questions regarding the
application of Title IX to university programs, services, employment, and policies
should be addressed to the Title IX coordinator. The Title IX coordinator for Loyola
University is the director of Human Resources, Sue Metzner. The Title IX coordinator
may be contacted at: Campus Box 16, (504) 864-7914. The law school contact person
is Stephanie W. Jumonville, Associate Dean of Students, who can be reached at sjumon@loyno.edu or (504) 861-5438.

STUDENT GRIEVANCES AND COMPLAINTS
The university has procedures to handle student grievances and complaints.
Please see the Student Handbook and the university web page under Policies,
Procedures, and Reports at www.loyno.edu/provost/policies.html to determine the procedure to follow for a specific grievance or complaint.

22

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY NEW ORLEANS • LAW

